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factors which led Germany to appeal for a cessation of hostilities
to President Wilson a few days later.

The capitulation of Turkey, stricken in Palestine and Meso-
potamia by two annihilating blows, was not long delayed.
After our capture of Jerusalem at the end of 1917, bad weather
for some weeks forbade any active campaigning in Palestine,
and Allenby's forces were soon seriously depleted by an urgent
call for troops to be sent to France, where the German offensive
was in full tide of advance ; they were partly replaced by new
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formations from India, which required time to train and
acclimatise before they could be fit for battle. In the spring,
however, two attempts were made to strike eastwards across the
Jordan against the Hedjaz railway at Amman, in conjunction
with the local tribes. Both enterprises were unsuccessful; the
Arab aid failed to materialise, and the Turks not only put up a
stout frontal resistance, but sent strong forces down the Jordan
valley from the north to assail the flank and rear of the
raiders, who were compelled to beat a hasty retreat and fight
hard to extricate themselves. These two small successes
somewhat encouraged the Turks, who for long enough had had
few such to boast about, but they also had the effect of riveting
the attention of their new German Commander, Liman von